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which had strayed, he came to a tent where a woman lay in the pains of childbirth, and knowing that if she gave birth to a female child it would be buried alive, according to the barbarous practice of the Arabs, he ransomed it at the price of the two beasts. This act of generosity the poet is said often to have alluded to in his compositions. He was eminent for his eulogistic and satirical verses, and was one of the first who introduced antitheses and conceits into poetry, thus setting a bad example, which was afterwards only too largely followed. Farazdak was a nickname which he received on account of his dark com-
o
plelion, the word being, according to De Sacy, a corruption of the Persian ajjl^j, which means a piece of burnt dough, Like other poets of the time, he was a partisan of the House of * Ali, and one of his chief poems is in praise of Zayn al'Abidin, son of Al Hosayn. For this composition he was imprisoned in Hijaz by Hisham, son ofe Abd al Melik. He must have been a dissolute Moslem, for he gave rise to a proverb, " a night of Farazdak and Halfeh," used to signify a night spent in debauchery. With other rakes he penetrated into a Christian convent, and passed the night with a nun named Halfeh, drinking wine, eating pork, and dressing up in the nuns' habits. His adventure with his wife Nawar is very celebrated, but is told by different writers with certain discrepancies. She was the daughter of one cAyn ibn Dobay% and Farazdak had been commissioned to ask her in marriage; but becoming enamoured of her, he took her for himself. She afterwards forced him to divorce her, and he pronounced the necessary words in the presence of witnesses. When he found that the parting was irrevocable, he exclaimed:
I feel a repentance like that of Al Kosa'i, now that ISTaw^r has been put away by me- -.
She was my Paradise, and I have left her like Adam when Ad Dir&r drove him forth. (Dirar is the angel of Paradise.)
I have been as one who puts out his eyes wilfully ; who rises in the morning and the sun shines not to him. (See Ar. Prov. II, 376.)
In the commentary of Sherishi it is said that in the same year, 110, died Al Farazdak and Jerir, Al Hasan al Basri and Ibn